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The i’rice of the Dail} ]onriial.

For some time past the owners of the
Journal have been considering the propri-
ety of reducing its price. This has been |
due in part to the general tendency in re- |
cent years towards a raduction in the
price of newspapers and in part to the de-
giro of very mauy friends of the Journal
thai it should be placed within the reach
of a larger circleof readers. The sugges-
tion involved important business consider-
ations and wae not to be acted on hastily.
It has, however, been carefully considered,
anc the decision has been reached to make
s material reduction in the price of the
paper. From and after Oct. 1 the price of
the Daily Journal to sll its patrons, both
within and out of the eity, will be FIF-
TEEN CENTS PER WEEK, with the SBan-
day Journal 5 cents additional.

In making this reduction the owners
of the Journal feel that they are main-
taining its long-established reputation for
eunterprise, liberality and progress. The
reduction of the price now asbout to
. be made will be in sowe sense & generous
concession to the public, while its im-
mediate result to the owners of the
paper will be a material reduction in
its revenues. Itis hoped, of course, that
this reduction of revenue may in good time
be compensated by a largely increased
cireulation, but that is the publishers’
rink. Meanwhile, patrons of the paper can
rest assured that the standard of the
Journal will not be lowered nor 1ts char-
acter changed in any respect. It will con-
tinue to be, as it has long been, the leading
paper in Indiana and one of the best in the
country. So far from being cheapened in
character or quality there will be renewed
efforts to keep it in the front rank of news-
papers.

The Journal venturgs to hope that thia
step will be approved by all 1ts old friends,
and will attract many new ones, It has
labored long and faithfully for the up-
building of the city and State, and has en-
deavored to giveits patrons full value re-
ceived for their support. Under the wcir-
cumstances 1t feels free to ask mnot only
their continued support, but, as far as may
be, their active aid in making the new de-
parture a snocess.
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TuE re-¢' ‘ion of Mayor Sullivan and
a Democra '« Jouncil 1s & part of the
gcheme fo1 ' - repeal of the natural-gas
ordinance.

= e s
Tuose who screamed loudest and
fought hardest for the passage of the
natural-gas ordinance are the ones who
are now working for ita repeal.
——

Tae columns of the Journal are open
to the Board of Public Safety or any
person in their behalf to show what they
have done since their appointment to
earn their salaries.
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At an Alliance mass-meeting in Texas
last week it was voted to send the best
speakers to Ohio to defeat Major McKin-
ley and Senator Sherman. Texas send-

ing missionaries to Ohio is rather novel.
B
Ir any person thinks the movement

for the preservation of natural gas by
the introduction c¢f meters is purely dis-
interested bhe is badly mistaken. The
gentlemen who are behind the move-
ment are not noted as philanthropists.

A visT of the names of those who are
in the conspiracy to double the price of
natural gas, it is said, would be a genu-
ine surprise, as the names of some of
those who have ruined their voices shont-
ing monopoly would be found to beinit.

ir there are any citizens of Indianap-
olis, outside of Mr. Frenzeél and the ed-
itors of the Democratic organs, whom
the Board of Public Works and its sub-
ordinates have not mnsulted it is due to
the fact that they have not appeared be-
fore that high and mighty body.
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i'ne conthets between the Hill and
Cleveland factions in Democratiec coun-
ty conpventions in western New York
are very exciting, and in one or two in-
stances have resulted in blows and con-
testing dclegations. On the other hand,
éntire harmony prevails in the Repub-
lican eamp.

REPRESENTATIVES of the Congres-
sional party of Chili, who are now in
Washington, are sorely disappcinted
and even indignant because they have
received no sort of recognition ur en-
conragement fromour government The
Congressional party is what is commonly
called, in this .count-ry. the insurgents,
Their desire for recognition 1s natural,

 but in view of the circumstances they
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may be said of Balmaceda's acts or
methods he represents the de facto gov-
ernment of Chili. That he has abused
his authority as President, violated the
Constitation and done many high-
handed, arbitrary and eruel things does
not alter the fact that he-is, to all in-
tents and purposes, the comnstitutional
head of the Chilian goregpment. The
cause of the insurgents may be a good
one, but they could hardly expect recog- |
nition until they shall have established
a de facto government, and there does
not appear to be much likelikood of their
doing this. It is more probable that the
war will end with their defeat before
Valparaiso.

THE MOVEMENT FOR HIGHER GAS RATES,

The Journal has already ealled atten-
tion to the existence of a concerted
movement to secure a repeal of the
natural-gas ordinance and the estab-
lishment of higher rates, either by meter
meacurement or otherwise. The parties
to the movement are the two gas com-
panies and such allies as they are able
to command. In furtherance of the
plan the News began, some months ago,
to print anonymous communications
favoring the introduction of meters as a
measure of economy. This has been
followed by the publication of a series
of articles in the same paper designed
to show that the gas supply is failing;
that the experierce of Indiana is sure to
be the same as that of Pennsylvania and
Ohio, and that at the present rate of
consumption it is only a qguestion of
short time, a few years at furthest,
when the supply will be exhausted.
These statements have been followed
by others intended to prove that
the life of the gas wells can be greatly
prolonged by the introduction of meter
measurement, and that this system is as
much for the interest of the consumers
as of the companies. The evidence on
all these points is ex parfe, and, if not
doctored, has at least evidently been
sifted for the purpose of sustaining a
theory and accomplishing an object.
The ulterior purpose isapparent. These
publications are part of a movementto
secure a repeal of the present ordinance
and the substitution of higher rates.
They are intended to prepare the way,
and, as it is hoped, make the public
favorably disposed to the change as a
means of conserving the gas and pro-
longing the period of its enjoyment.
When the change is once made it will
matter very little to the public whether
the duration of the supply of gas is pro-
longed or not. The companies will get
an increased price, and that is all they
care for. Indeed, it is the sole object of
the movement.

The News has become the organ of
this movement. Starting out three
years ago with the theory that natural -
gas was pre-eminently ‘‘the poor man’s
fuel,” it is nmow advocating a policy
which will make it distinetly the rich
man’s fuel. Whereas three years ago it
was pawing up the earth in its violent
advocacy of the present ordinance rates,
it is now giving all its influence to a
movement which aims at the repeal of
the ordinance and the increase of rates,
Then it assumed to be above all things
else the anti-monopoly organ; now it is
turning the grindstone for monopolies
whose axes are to be ground at the ex-
pense of the people.

This movement has various ramifica-
tions. The following Associated Press
dispatch was sent out from this city on
the 25th inst.:

Further disclogsures are made as to the
diminution of the supply of  natural gas in
the Indians fisld. The present supply for
the city of Indianapolis is obtained from
an almost comple new set of wells, and
it is necessary to continually open new
ones. Experience has proved, according
to the published figures, that the average
life of a well, where drawn upon constant-

, is about three years. In the beginning
the supply was obtained at & point in the
field twenty miles distant from Indianapo-
lis. Now it is necessary to bring the gas a
distance of nearly forty miles, and the
wellas are now within a few miles of the
heart of the field. The purpose in disclos-
ing these facts is to enforce economy 1n the
use of the fuel and to secure the inangura-
tion of the meter system, instead of per-
mitting consumers to burn all the gas they
want for a fixed yeariy charge. There is
great waste in the manufactories.

The editor of the Sentinel is the Asso-
ciated Press agent at this point. If the
foregoing dispatch was not prepared in
the Sentinel office the editor of the
Sentinel is at least responsible for it.
We take it he is a good witness in any
scheme in which Mr, John P. Frenzel
and the News are concerned. He says:
“The. purpose in disclosing these facts
is to enforee economy in the use of the
fuel and to secure the inauguration of
the meter system, instead of permitting
consumers to burn all the gas they want
for a fixed yearly echarge.” There we

have it,

This dispatch, widely published
throughout the country, is calculated
to have an injurious effect upon this city
and others situated in the Indiana gas-
field. It is an exaggerated and sensa-
tional statement as to the condition of
the field itself, calculated to produce
the impression that the supply of gas is
rapidly failing and probably of short
duration. All this is in the interest of
the gas companies and the movement
for higher prices. The selfishness of the
movement appears in the fact that in
order to accomplish their end its pro-
moters do not hesitate to advertise far
and wide the alleged failing condition
of the Indiana gas-field. Even if this
were true it need not be exploited to the
whole world. But it is not true. Some
wells may have failed through misman-
agement, but the supply is practically
untouched. There is a large amount of
gas-producing territory that has not yet
been drawn upon at all. Sensational
statements to the contrary are in the in-
terest of the movement to put up the
price of gas in this city.
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AFRAID 0¥ FREE SILVER COINAGE.

There are indic;tions that the more
disereet Democratic leaders in the West

' see that an open declaration in favor of

-

free coinage in the Democratic platform
in 1892 will be equivalent to a surrender
of the presidency because, with such a
platform, New York and Connecticut
will be Republican. Governor Camp-
bell, of Ohio, has practically renounced
the free-coinage plank in his platform
and would fall back to a scheme
providing for the free coinage of all
American silver. Otherleaders indicate
such a change of purpose, Some South-
ern pupers like the platform of the
Maryland Democrats, the exact mean-
ing of which is doubtful, but eannot be
construed into free coinage. They want
a platform which admits of a double
construction—a platform which can be
explained to mean free coinage in lowa
and California and the opposite in New
York, like the tariff platform of the De-
mocracy in 1884, It has been intimated
by some of these peopla that Mr. Cleve-
land is in favor of the free coinage of
the domestic silver output. No one
claims that he has said as much or that
he has said anything on the silver ques-
tion since he repudiated the statements
attributed to him by the State Treas-
urer of Missouri, who kindly put the
alleged claimant of the Democratic nom-
ination upon equivocal ground in regard
to silver.

These are jhopeful indications, 1f
there were more of them and more
clearly defined there would be less of
menace from silver., As for the free
coinage of the domestic output it is, as
the Journal has often remarked, a snare
and a delnsien. At the present time
the government is using the entire out-
put of the home mines on a gold basis
by purchasing it at the highest market
price and issuing legal-tender paper on
a gold basis against it. Why should
the American people give silver syndi-
cates a full dollar for 80 cents’ worth of
silver bullion? No one can give a suffi-
cient reason. Still, if the Democrats
will recede to this position and act upon
it the dangers of free coinage will be
lessened, as the honte-coinage idea is a
ruse to cover a retreat.

A LACK OF DECENCY AND HUMANITY,

The term corporation is used as a
eynonym for heartlessness, but the ag-
gregation of men united for legitimate
commercial purposes into a corporate
body is tenderness itself compared with
a corrupt city government, The man-
agement of the wrecked Park-place
building in New York by the local au-
thorities has been a disgrace to civiliza-
tion. There was nothing in the condition
of the ruins to prevent their immediate
removal and the discovery of the bodies
of the victims. In any village of five
hundred people the necessary facilities
for handling the fallen timbers and
broken machinery could have been read-
ily obtained, little, in fact, being needed
save manual labor and teams to con-
vey the debris away, but in New
York vcity even these were not
supplied in sufficient force to do the
work swiftly. The building fell Satar-
day afternoon, and it was late on
Wednesday before the seareh for the
bodies approached completion. Even
now a namber of persons employed on
the premises are wissing, and their re-
mains are supposed to be lying in the
sub-cellars; but it is evidently the in-
tention of the officiala'in charge to pro-
ceed at still greater leisure in any fur-
ther investigations, even if they do not
abandon them entirely. During those
four days the relatives and friends of
the victims endured agonies that were
cruelly and unnecessarily protracted,
and, worse than all, the delay prevented
identification of more than a score of
bodies. All this blundering and crimi-
nal negligence was brought about by
the disinclination of each department of
the city government to assume the
respongibility and cost of the re-
lief duty. The responsibility was
finally assumed by a private citizen,
moved, doubtless, by shame at the in-
competence of the authorities and by
the sanitary need of removing the men-
ace to public health., The people of
New York patiently, with stolid indif-
ference, suffer a variety of abuses and
impositions forced upon them by the
loeal government that would not be tol-
erated in any other city in the Union,
but the action of the officiads in this case
should rouse them to the mnecessity of
reform in men and methods. The vio-
lation of decency and the inhumanity
shown in this matter have disgraced the
city in the eyes of the world.

THE NATION'S WEALTH,

The most interesting and striking of
the bulletins which the Census Bureau
has issued is that entitled ““‘Assessed
Valuation of Property,” with estimates
of the true valuation for the last few

decades. The figures are as follows:

- A ssessrd Estimated
Year. Valuation. True Valuation.
, 1 IR $12,084,560,005 £16,159,616,068
1870.c..c...0« 14,178,988,732 30,00%,518,507
1880.....0024. 16,902.993.543 43.642,000,000
1890....ccee.e. 24,249,559,504

The assessed value is that made by as-
sessors and equalization boardsof States
and Territories wupon which the tax
levies are based. The estimated true
valuation is made up from data relative
to the real values of property, including
kinds of property which the official as-
sessors do not reach. I'rom the aboveit
appears that the assessed value of all
property has increased &7,346,506,261
during the decade 1880-90, In view of
the fact that the increase of the assessed
valne during the decade 1870-50 was but
£2 720,006,811, aund that the assessed value
of the whole country in 1850 was only
#7,185,780,228, one is able to comprehend
the unparalleled growth of the country
in material wealth. Another fact which
will serve to emphasize the material de-
velopment of the United States is that
while population increased 24.86 per
cent, during the decade the as-
sessed valnation of property increased
43.46 per cent. The ftigures of the

and South who can see beyvond the
boundaries of the : own States, feel the
necessity of hedging on the free-coinage
question. They now see that they were
too zealous in favor of the scheme a
year ago, and would recede. It is not
because they can see any clearer than
then that disaster wonld follow the
adoption of the plan to make the United
States o silver-standard country like

India and China, but they have come to

estimated true or absolute value of the
wealth of the country are the last that
the burean will give, because the data
of the calculation is not available; but
should the same relation exist between
the assessed and estimated true value
in 1800 as did in 1880, the absclute wealth
of the country may be estimated at
- 262,610,000,000, or a gain during the dee-
ade of $18,908,000,000, In 1860 the wealth

2514 per capita; in 1870 it was 8780 per
capita, and in 1880 870, Now it isabout
#1,000 to each inhabitant. 'T'hese figures
not only show that the United States is
by far the wealthiest nation on the
globe, but that it is increasing its wealth |
as no nation ever has. These are not
inspiring figures for the apostles of
calamity,
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TrE bankers of New York have come
to the conclusion that Secretary Foster
is something of a financier, because Le
has, during the past two months, added
over #12,000,000 of their gold to his re-
serve, bringing it up to $120,402,927, The
express companies charge 70 cents per
£1,000 for shipping currency from the
East to the West. As large amounts
were about to be shipped to move
the crops, Secretary Foster announced
that the Treasury Department would
charge but 15 cents per #1,000 for the
shipment. The Western bankers “were
pleased, and directed their Eastern cor-
respondents to ship the money through
the sub-treasury in New York. When
the Eastern bankers sent their funds in
legal tenders for shipment the agent of
the treasury informed them that the
Secretary must have either gold certifi-
cates or the coin. As the Western bank-
ers did not care what sort of money they
received, the treasury kept the gold and
sent other legal tenders. In this way
$17,000,000 of gold was corraled by the
Secretary to help purchase the four-and-
a~half per cent, bonds which are not ex-
tended. The New York bankers did not
get their eyes open to the transaction
for some time, but when they did they
were said to be very angry. The order
has been modified to some extent, but it
will not be revoked until the Secretary
has enough gold funds to redeem the
four-and-a-half per cents. which may be
presented for payment Sept. 1. The
scheme proves that Secretary Foster is

as alert as the bankers.
T ————— M R ——

TaEe annual report of the Massachu-
setts Bureau of lLabor Statistiecs, just
published, shows that the greatest num-
ber of persons employed in manufactur-
ing within the State at any one time
during 1890 was 300,227, as against 293, -
231 in 1880, The number at the period
of least employment in 1800 was 234,324,
as against 224,887 in 1880. The total
value of manufactured products in 1800
was $£871,061,163, as agninst £674,634,269
in 188). These figures show that the
manufacturing industries of Massachn-
setts have steadily prospered under the
McKinley tariff. Indeed, we have yet
to hear of any interest that has not—
that is, any American interest.

Tur New Enpgland Homestead, a
conservative agricultnral paper, esti-
mates that the farmers of the Conneeti-
cut and Housatonie valleys will receive
about £3,000,000 this year for their to-
bacco crop. This, it says, is about dou-
ble what they received in 1889, and that
the increase 18 due to the McKinley
tariff, which, by an increased duty, has
greatly reduced the importation of Su-
matra wrapperge. Certainly the distri-
bution of this extra £3,000,000 among
Connecticut farmers is more. likely to
benefit the American people than if it
were paid to the producers of tobacco
in Sumatra.

Ir the rumored defeat and surrender of
the Chilianinsurgertaprovestruethe war
may probably be ccnsidered at an end,
unless it is prolonged by guerrilla war-
fare and reprisals. The insurgents seem
to have risked everything in the move-
ment against Valparaiso. If succeseful,,
it would have made them masters of the
situation, but if they have been routed,
as the dispatches indicate, it means the
end of the war., President Balmaceda
has shown himself capable of great
cruelty, and it will not be surprising if
his triumph is marked by some acts of
bloody revenge upon the insurgent
leaders.

Worp comes from North Carolina
that the editors of a Democratic paper
in Raleigh are denouncing President
Polk, of the National Alliance, as a
“feather leg,” which means, in that
country, “a miserable, abject coward, a
scoundrel and poltroon of the most dis-
gusting character,” their object being to
force him to challenge them to fighta
duel and to place him in such a position

that unless he does fight he will lose his

influence with the Alliance in the South.
R o e T F I T

THE Alliance element inthe Georgia
Legislature has defeated a bill appro-
priating money to maintain a confeder-
ate soldiers’ home which has already
been built. This action has created a
high degree of indignation on the part
of the friends of the veterans. In the
discussion several Alliance members
spoke as disrespectfully of confederate
veterans as do papers in the North of
the Union veterans who ask for pen-
sions,

IT seems that when the South Bend
Times said that “‘no person can be nom-
inated or elected Governor of Indiana
who wears a sash, commouly known as
a belly-band,” it referred to Col. James
H. Rice, At all events, so far as known,
he is the only prominent Democrat who
bas adopted the new fashion. If he
wants to become a Democratic candi-
date he would better discard the sash

and apvear with only one suspender.
T A~ S )

it is stated on good authority that
James R. Gartield, eldest son of the late
President, is slated to run for State Sen-
ator in the Ohio district in which Men-
tor, Lake county, is situated. His nomi-
nation by so intelligent a constituency
would be as much a recognition of his
personal ability and worth as a tribute

to the memory of his father.
F—— e R A=)

Evex in New York the boss business
in the Democratic party has its limita-
tions. Governor Hill, who has assumed
the role of boss-in-chief, finds it difficult
to maintain his claim, so many local
bosses, like MecLaughlin, of Brooklyn,
desire to extend their powers in a man-
per to give the Governor much trouble.

Tuge first fruit of the Democratic ring
is the appearance of a conspiracy to
double the price of natural gas. If a
Democratiec Couneil is elected the con-
spiracy will be earried out. It is possi-
ble, however, that the previousness of

| of the United States was equivalent to

“business invclved 1n the operation.

alarm which will defeat this scheme to
plunder the masses in the interest of the
few who are buyiog up gas stock.

e e,

ThaEe Georgia Legislature has refused
to indorse the Ocala platform of the Al-
liance, but it has declared in favor of
the repeal of the 10 per cent. tax on the
issne of State banks, which prevents
the circulation of a lot of State bank
bills and a return to the wretched State
bank-note system.

e

MR. FRENZEL'S organ protests a good
deal, but it has not dared to say that it
will oppose any increase in the price of
gas to the Indianapolis consumers, Un-
til it comes out flat-footed with this
promise the public will have a right to
draw its own conclusions from the signs
it sees.

A YouxG woman in New York, who is
under arrest for stealing, claims to be af-
flicted with periodical kleptomania, and
says that at intervals ever since childhood
the temptation to take and secrete articles
of value takes such possession of her that
it is impossible to resist it. When nothing
else is convenient she hides her own valu-
ables, sometimes so successfully that she
cannot find them again. This goes to con-
firm the assertion of somemedical scientista
that kleptomania is cansed by a diseased
brain, and it remains for-some Keeley to
arise with a cure. Why would not a dose
of bi-chloride or some other form of gold
be effectual—a case of like curing like, so
to speak, thieves, “natural born” or edu-
cated, being attracted most by gold.
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THaE people of Munoie, Marion, Anderson,
and other Indiana natural-gas towns are
not so muech concerned with the evident
purpose of an Indianapolis ring, headed by
the News, to bring about an increase of
price to consumers in this city, but they do
decidedly object to the injury to their own

BUBBLES IN THE AIR

_—————

Misled.
Watta—What was the verdict on the man who
blew out the gas, did you hear!
Potts—I think the coroner pronounced it death
from gasphbyxia, whatever that is.

What Men Fear,

“I suppose,” sald she, “that you are afraid if
we women had the ballot we would vote as
our husbands demanded!”

“No,"” said the statesman, “we are afraid you
wouldr't.”

Ungrateful.

Young Mrs, Fitts—I want your opinion on
these biscuits, dear. [ made them all by my-
self.

Mr, Fitts—S8o! How often must I tell you to
leave all the heavy work to Bridget!

Uncone "ered Trifles.

How npatural it Is for a man to believe himself
a favored child of Providence when his enemy
gets into trouble.

A young Hollander committed suicide in Balti-
more because it seemed impossible to him to
make a living in America without telling lies.
Inasmuch as he was acting as agent for a firm of
real-estate boomers, he may have been biased.
Why did he not try horse-trading?

In a Hst of twenty-five marriage licenses is-
sued in Chicago, Saturday, there appear but two
English names, and the couple owning them
came from another town. Chicago is the typical
Awerican eity, as bas been remarked before.

Perhaps Mr. Peflfer’s Wall-street dragoun is not
80 red as he is painted.

The German Lutheran church at Waldoboro,
Me., has stood 130 years, and there has never
been u collection taken within its walls., In the
nameo of goodness, what is it there for!?

“Dis am not a bad ;eujon. as I take it,” re-
marked Uncle Moses, as he took it.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

HeNRY CLEWS has a $40,000 bath-room. -
EMPErROR WirLrLiaM has forbidden his

subjects to name children after political
characters. Notbhing ¢Tazy about that.

Tue highest paid Cougregational minis-
ter in New York is Dr. Taylor, of the Broad-
way Tabernacle, who gets s salary of §16.-
000, and in addition the cost of a heavy life
Insurance.

SIR CHARLES DILKE is & broad-should-
ered, square-built man, with eclear
eyes m.i(cli a full grizzled beard. His mnﬁ?&
is serious and dignified and direct almost
to abruptness. '

THE Duke of Edinburgh is a fine fiddler.
He is also considered the handsomest man
in Londoen, boin_f over six feet in heigh
muscularin build, ruddy complexion an
regular features.

IT was one of Daniel Webster's auditors
who was moved to remark, when told after
his death that Webster had paid the debt
to nature: “Oh, well, I guness it's the only
debt he éver paid.”

AxNIE BesanT lately took 125 girls for a
day in the country. The little pienic cost
the Blavatsky Lodge $£55. The girls were
all working girls, and many of them had
never before spent a whole day in the
country. :

GENERAL BUTLER'S wife, of whom bhe
writes so tenderiy in his memoirs, was an

exquisite elocutionist. surpassed, in the
opinion of many, by Fanny Kemble alone.
She knew several of the Shakspeare plays

by heart, and believed that they were the
work of Bacon.

Tue Count De Lesseps has nine children
by his second wife. The eldest is not more

than twelve yearsold. Itiscurious to see

them all go nding in four vehicles. The
Count ecomes first with his fat spouse and

the baby, then come the rest in the rear,
resembling in all a small-size baby show,

Louls PAULSEN, whose death has been
announced, was undoubtedly the greatest
blindfold chess player that ever lived, At
one time he astonished the chess playing
world by winning six out of ten games

Jayed simultaneously while blindfolded.
q‘he other four games weredrawn., Atone
time ho played fifteen games without see-
ing his opponents’ boards.

N. K. Famrpaxk, the Chicago million-
aire, who has just retired from active busi-
ness after fifty years passed in the har-
ness, began his career as as a brick-lay-
er's apprentice. He is the patron saint of
Chicago clubmen, an expert fisherman, the
owner of the linest head of Guerusey cat-
tle in the country and a man of several in-
teresting fads and many friendships.

For several years a pair of storks built
their nest annually in the park of the
Castle Rubeleben, in Berlin. A few years

ago one of the servants placed a ring with
the name of the place and date on the lex

the samo bird returned each yfear. Last
spring the stork came back to its custom-
ary place, the bearer of two rings. The
second one bore the inscription: *“India
sends greetings to Germany.”

A KENTUCKY engineer named Hughes
has discovered that it does not always pay,
financially, to save buman life. The other
day he saw a man named Stevenson lyving

across the track ahead of his train. The

engine was stopped within a few feet of
Stevenson. le ared drunk. Hughes
pulled biw off an®@kicked him two or three

times. Stevenson was not drunk, butina

of the male bird, in order to be certain that -

ASKING FOR LOW TAX VALUES

___-__"_ L

The Commissioners DBesieged by Attor-
neys and Others with Complaints.

i

Banks and Corporations of All Kinds Appeal-
ing for Reduction of Assessments or to
Keep the Figures Where They Are.

e

Green Smith, Away from His Moorings,
Comes in Conflict with 2 Lawyer.

The Wealthy Sleeping-Car Companies, Having
Refused to Recognize the Tax Laws of In-
diana, Have Been Summoned to Appear.

 —

A GREAT DEAL OF WOREK.

—_— — o —

The Tax Commissionrs Take the Fleaders
for Low Values as They Come.

The Tax Commissioners were aware
when they adjourned last night that they
had done a big day's work, It was, with-
out exception, the most tedious of the ses-
sion thus far. The number of banks and
corporations, the representatives of wkich
appeared to show cause why the valuations
of the county boards should not be in-
creased, scemed endless, and the story be-
came monotonous early in the day as it
varied so little, Manager O. 3. Hanna, rep-
resenting Nuttman & Co., a private bank
of Fort Wavne, was the first mnan o oceupy

the board’s attention. His bank was as-
sessed at $22,000, and, after submitting
some documents and explaining to the
board tnat his personal property was as-
sessed at as much more, Mr. Hanna was
dismissed, the total valuation of $44,000 be-
ing allowed to remain undisturbed.

‘The Ft. Wayne Street-railroad Company
was represented by J. H. Bass, who said
their assessment was §71,265 and that the
stock had no market value for the reason
that it never paid adollar. It was reorgan-

ized a few years ago i1n the hope of making
it a paying live, and mortgaged tor $150,000,
so that money could be securasd to put itin
good shape. It continued to be a losing 1n-
vestment, however. The track is assessed
at §2.500 a mile ana the horses at §5 each.
Mr. BBass said they never paid over 8110 for
a horse, and sold many at §25 and $30. The
company had no exclusive franchise, but
had a perpetual right of way. The road
failed last year to pay the interest on its
bonded debt. He thougih’ the assessment
of £14 265 made by the county board High
enough, and the commissionera shared thau
opinion and allowed it to stand.

R. T. MeDonald appeared for the Jenney
Eleetric-light and Power Company, of
Fort Wayne, and stated that the capital
stock of the main corporation was
$3,000,000, but that it was distributed
among plants in Evausville, Logansport,
Indianapolis, Detroit, St. Louis, and New
Orleans, and that they, of course, paid taxus
in all these cities, In Allen county its real
estate is assessed at $44,000 and its tangible
property at £120,000, and the board con-
clunded to let 1t go at that.

The Fort Wayne Gas-light Company was
represented by James Cheny. This corpor-
ation was nassessed at £65,500. FElectric
light and natural gas, Mr. Cheuny said, had
out down their receipts over one-half.
The plant could be duplicated, he claimed
for $70,000 and there had been no improve-
ments for the past twenty years. The
prospects were very poor and the company
no money. The anthorized
capital stock was 8250,000, of which 875,000
was paid in. The board concluded the
asscssment was about right aud allowed 1%
to stand.

MORE MONEY THAN 1S NEEDED,

The State National Bank, of Logansport,
had ex-Senator Rufus Magee before the
board as its representative. Heo urged the
commissioners to assess the bank at a rate
not higher than that of real estate. The
average assessment of real estate, he be-

lieved. was 75 per cent. of its cash valae.
The commissioners said that one-halfof
the county revresentatives had stated nnder
oath that real estate had been assessed at
its truoe cash valoe. r. Magee replied
that, living in Cass county, if he wanted
to find out what was the true value of real
estate there he would o over into Miami
county for the information. I[f the board
was going to assess personal property at its
full value and rcal estate atonly 75 per
cent. of its worth it wonld discriminate
unfairly against personal belongings. Gov.
Hovey thoufhci Cass county real estate
was only 75 per cent. they must
raise it. Senator Magee said not, for as it
stood Indiana would have more money than
it could spend, and it was easier to take
care of a deficit than a surplus. The Gov-
ernor asked if there would be money enough
to pay Indiana’s debt, at which the Sena-
tor smiled and said he hoped it was not the
intention to pay over §,000,000 debt in one
Year.

Commissioner Walker wanted to know
why they were put under oath to assess at
cash value if it was the law's in-
tention, as the Sepator intimated, to
value property under its worth. To this
Senator Magee responded in substance that
the ‘‘trus cash value” so frequently re-
forred to was certainly not meant to 1mply
that Dbills receivable ata bank could be
assessed at their full face yalue, for there
would nocessarily be a depreciation in the
event of a general sale of these hills. The
bank’s capital stock is £202,000, and was as-
sessed at £100,000. Mr. Magee asked that
10 or 15 per cent. of the bills receivable—
$152,000~be dedncted and a 75 per cent.
assessment be returned on the balance.
That would make the wvaluation much
hil.zher than $100,000,

lenry C. Paul talked to the board for
the Salamoule Minimng and Gas Company,
of Fort Wayne, the valuation of which
was noarly doubled, and which he showed
the commissioners to their full satisfaction
was at as high a noteh as was just and fair.

The First National Bank of Logausport
was represented by its vice-president, W,
T. Wilson. who stated that its capital stock
was 8230000 and its surplus and sndivided
profits over £6,000 each, both of which
would be wiped out by uncollectable assets
and running expenses. On the basis of

was makin

ratura $52,000 surplus aud ondivided profits.
The bauk’s stock sold at 151 & year ago
when the last sales were made,
The Drazil Block-coal Company was
oalled, aud George A. Knight, its attorney,
responded by saying that he had the un-
enviable honor of representing the most
soulless corporation 1n the world, if news-
paper accounts were to be belioved. He
wanted to make his statement later in the
d'f‘ and was granted permission to do so.
ohn McNoughton appeared for the FElk-
bart Electric and Railroad Company. which
was at $13500, He sald they
bought the road a year ago for 81 and its
debts, and 1t did not pay enough to earn its
operating expenses. Of the §100.000 capi-
tal stock $60.800 is paid un. The debt is
£30,000,
_At the afternoon scssion the St. Joseph
Valley Bank, of Etkhart, represented by F.
W. Miller, and at 260,000, and the
assets of which are 000, put 1n a plea
against an increase. r. Miller said they
were satistied the valuation was a fair one,
The stock had sold at par and surplos
which made it 200. Still he thought that if
8 property was up to %0 per oent.
of its real valoe, as was the case with his
bank, such a fignre was plenty high enough
to satisfy any one.

MADE OUT BY A NEW OI'FICER.

Mr. Knight, representing the Braxnl
Block-coal Company, then consumeq fif-
teen minutes in trying to convince the
board that the company's assessment
should be reduced $122,000, The corpora-
tion, he said, had been grossly and un-
justly discriminated against in taxation.
It has property in Clay, Parke and Owen

counties. The last schedule was made out
by & new oflicer, in the absence of old
ones more familiar with its business. Its
lands are shown to be worth $110,450, and
1ts personal property is estimated at $6,808.
I'he county board assessed the stock of that
company at $247.7%0, an arbitrary
value fixed upon the etock b thet
body, and the tangible property at $11 7,358
In Clay county the company is assessed on
$224,206, in Owen $020 and in Parke $45,020,
Every dollar of the company's oapital
stock, he said, was invested in its tangible
property in these three counties. It bhad no
surplus, and its indebtedness represents 4°:
per cent. of its paid-up capitsl stock. Its
return showed tangible property valued at
$184.112, which, with the excess of capital
stock, raised the amount to $154.825 in the
three counties. The total assessment was
$£270,146, and the difference was what he
wanted the board to deduct. He also asked
it to take off indebtedness of 87,200.%4, which
makes the sggregate reduction asked over

122000, In 1550 the company lost §22 000

y reason of a strike, and its net prof-
1ts that year were but $4.822 Mr,
Knight had hard work keeping himself in
his allotted time—fifteen minutes—but
managed by rapid work to get the forego-
ing facts before the board.

W. H. Kmckerbocker, mzhmenm the
First National Bank of El re, the
board that the capital stock of the bank
was £100,000, and that it was assessed at a
similar amount. The bank's surplus is
$47,000 and the last stock sold was at 127,
Its return was $70,000, which Mr, Knicker-
bocker thought fair, bat the loeal board
believed it should be raised to $108,000, the
$8 000 representing the real estate. If the
bank was assessed on that he thought it
would bo assessed higher relatively than
auy other business in Elkhart connty.

T. H. Daly, of the City National k ot
(Goshen, also thought his bank was, at §77,-
00, assessed relatively higher than any
otuer interost.

FLOYD COUNTY VALUES,

The New Albany National Bank, through
N. T. DePauw, informed the board that
Floyd county property, real and corporate,
was assessed too high., His bank 1s ap-
praised at §268,000 and it pays nearly £5,000
a year taxes, against §1,500 by Kentucky
bankse, with which institutions they were
brought into direct comgtltion. 8. A.
Culbertson, of the First National Bank,
Naw Albany, said it was assessed at $308 -
000, against &225,000 last , and thus
would pay 86,740 for the priv of dong
business in Indiana, while a uisville
bank of smmilar importance wounld pay but
£2.250 to 1ts State. lHe did not object to the
asscssment, but could not see how any in-
crease could fairly be made,

E. B. Labbhing, of the Second National
Bank of New Albany, thought that at $109,-
000 it was paying more taxes than other
similar interests in the State, and that they
should not be increased.

The Merchants’ National Bank of New
Albany was regrmntod by ex-Re ta-
tive Leyden. It was assessed at $175,000, &
raise of £160,000 over last year. stock
of the bank last sold brought Its
capital stock is $100,000. r. Leyden
thought the assessment should not be in-

T "Il Dillingham sppeared for the N

i illingham ap or the New
Albany Water-works Company. That
corporation is assessed at $212,000, which 1s
some $15,000, he claimed, in exocess of the
value of the plant. i

J. T. Gebhart, of the New Albauy Street.
railway Company, filed & statement with
the board.

The Farmers' and Merchants' Bank of
Attica was represented by J. 8. Nede. The
bank was sssessed at $50,500. Mr. Nede had
nothing to say, but filed a statement.

sampson Reed, of the Citizens' Bank of
Covington, claimed its appraisement of
£13,300 was too high, and ought really to be
reduced £2,000. :

The Kentneky and Indiana Cement Com-
pany, of Jeffersonville, was represented by
C. B. Rous, who said t!mir_ assessmuent of
£1,500 was amply high. Their land sbhould
not be assessed at more than ordinary farm
land, ke claimed. ’

The Dugard & Neil Coal Company. of
Bloomfield, was represented by F. N, Du-
gard, who thonght their assessment in two
counties ol $27,700 washigh. Their tangible
property was certainly not worth more than
that amount.

A FAIR ASSESSMENT.

E. 1. Elliott, of the#'armers’ Bank of
Middletown, said their assessment of $27,000
was fair and should not be disturbed. Some
of the bank’s stock sold three years ago
for 110,

N. B. Hawkins, of the Citizens’ Bank of
Portland, told the board its valuation of
£37.500 was up tothe mark. This wasan

increase from the return and he thoughbt it
in proportion to that of other interests in
that county.

The Bank of Portland, representea by W,
N. llaynes, is assessed at 000,  Mr,
Haynes had nothing to say about the as-
sessment.

H. 8. Evans, of Evana, Girton & Co.,
a private bank of Dunkirk, said the $2.715
asscasment was correct, and from his show-
ing the board concluded he was about
right.

e. H. Andrews, of the First National

other J)rupeny in Cass county they had re-
turned their stock at 00 cents on the dollar.
He cited in support of the claim of a 35 per
cent, assessment by Senator Magee that
they had two pleces of grurny they
thought worth £19.000, which the assessor
returned at $10.525, Mr, Wilson said he had
ofiered stock he owned 1n the bank for sale
at par and had heen nunable to dispose of it.
His bank had lost §70,000 in the failure of
the Fidelity Bank of Cincinnati.

Silas Carr, superintendent of the Silver
Creek Cement Compauny, of Clark county,
told the board how the property had been
running down of Jate years an
bought at sherifi’s sale for £20.000. It was
returned at £14.000, and the bosrd was un-
able to get from Mr. Carr any reason why
it should not be valued at §20,000,

HARD TO RECONCILE.

M. E. Dancan, of the Ohio Falls car-
works, of Jeffersonville, informed the board
that its capital stock was 8600000 and its
assessment $180,000. Only $100,000 of tne
stock Lhad been paid in, but in the last
seven years dividends amountiog to 20 per
cent. bad been paid on the $600,000. Last
year's dividend was 10 per cent.,, but was
paid out of the accumulated funds simply
to bolster np the corporation’s financial
standing. It wus absolntely necessary. Mr.
Duncan said, for the ecompany’'s salvation,
The board scemed to have some ditlienlty
| reconciling Lis statement.

N, U, Tuggart, of the IMirst National Baonk
of Jeflersonvilie, which was assessed at

fitt He had Hughes arrested and fined
$0.01, costs and fine, although he had saved
his hife.

T Rev. Howard MacQueary, who was
tried for heresy at Canton, 0., last spring
and suspended from his pastoral functions,

is uncertain what he will do. Having been
educated to the ministry, ne still fecis like
remaining n clergyman.

the Unitarinns, and he lhesitates to join
them. Itis possible that he way bring a
suit in the ¢ivil courts to Le restored to his
vosition, on the gronnd that his suspension

the News in the matter has created an

is & violation of a contract.

_ : He says Lis ser- |
mons are not quite radical enongh to please

' 8150000, told the board that its stock
| brounght from 155 to 130 a year ago. Ile had
: neglacted to mmelude in his return some
D82 000 surplus and uoadivided prolits,
| When the Jeflersonville Water Sapply
Cowmpany was called, E. M. Allen resvond-
ed. His company was assessed at 00,000,
| and asig 18 not yet paying expenses ho
| thought that a hberal figure. It has a cap-
ital stock of E200,000 and @ bonded debt of
150,000,
FFL W, Pondexter, assis!ant eashier of the
Citizens’ National Bank of Jetlersonville,
I pppentrvd for that institubion, wihoch was

i ass=ased ot $150,000, the nmwount of 118 cap- |

ital stock. He neglected to include in ha

was finally |

jank of Seymonur, was satistied i1ts asscss-

| ment of $125000 was high enpough, and

| David G. Phelps, cashier of the National
Branch Bank of Madison, thought its wval-
uation of 204,000 was up to and beyvond
that of other classes of property in the
State. Tohe stock was last sold at 175.
The John A, Thompson Bank, of Evans-
1 ville. was revresented by G. A. Mayfield,
who held that the assessment of 822 139 was
all the bauk should be expected to pay
taxes upon,

A DEFALCATION IN PLEA.

John Clark appeared for the Frauklin
| Natioual Bank, assessed at §110,000, and ex-

plained why its valuation was high enough.
The misfortunes of the Exchangs Bank of

Spencer were portrayed by L H. Fowler,
who told the board the history of a defal-
cation some years ago that nearly swainped
1it. The assessment of $40.000 was fully up
to what it should be, he said. The Farm-
ers’ Bank of Veedersburg, assessad at §34. .
| 097, wanted to be arop 10 $4.500 because
| its money was deposited in Indianapolis
' and New York banks subject to draft.
i The G. H. Hammond Company, of Ham-
mwotd, a dressed beef corporation, was rep-
' resented by _ ex-Assistant  Attorney-
general Gillett, whe said the board
bad nothing to do with the capital stock
of an vutside corporation. The only thing
it conld assess was the tangible property.
Mr. Giliott said 1t wasnot likely the county
board had made any mistake 1n assessing
. the property of thiscompauny in view of 1he
faci that it was generally conceded that
jl.ake county was assessed in every intereas
| us high as it consistently could be. K. H.
. Bell, snperintendent of the company, guid
| the assessment of $I85.000 was suflicicutly
- high, . and nearly three times as much as
- that of last year. lu lllinois they paid on
a moch less amount, though their interests
were pearly as large. The Iudisna assess.
Cment was 25,000 in excess of its tangible
property,
STANDARD OIL FROPERTY.

1. N. Towl, of the Standard Oil Compapy

- o! Lake county, said the conuty assessor
aud Lis deputies spent a day looking over




